
 The greatest attribute in living in Abilene is the weather.  If you donôt 
like it, hang around because it will change dramatically in a short time.  The 

first several days of October felt like an extension of summer, and then the last 

few days brought those cold, fireplace, and hot chocolate drinking tempera-
tures weôve missed. 

 The Texas Rangers just lost their second World Series, what a differ-

ence it would have made if Nelly Cruz had caught David Freezeôs ball for the 

final out, or if Neftali Feliz had thrown that last strike.  Baseball is much like life in that the 
choices and decisions  we make constantly changes the course we take ..  If I had not bought 

that Gin property in Tuscola and Don McDonald hadnôt talked me into building that first 

house on that property with him, I would never have become a builder.  I would still be be-
hind the counter at my convenience store cooking rib eye steaks on Fridays.  Much like 

Robert Frostôs message in the poem ñThe Road not Takenñ, we never know where that road 

will lead.  
 I would like to congratulate Ken Rich, Frank Langley, Eddie Brown, Mark 

Aldriedge, Jimmy McDonald, and Mike McClain for their election to the board of directors 

for 2012.  Mike Ward will be working with a great board.  Our annual Christmas party will 

be December 10th, at the Fairway Oaks Country Club.  This year we have secured a band, so 
it should be a great time.   
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 Gobble, Gobble!  I am blown away that it is already November, where did the year go?  I 

knew early in the year I would feel this way, but I tell you, regardless of how fast time seems to 

pass, it has been a wonderful year! However, donôt think you are done with me yet, as I have been 

re-elected as the President of the PWB for 2012!   

 The PWB heard from a great speaker in October ï Shana Smith-Snyder from the Abilene 
Convention and Visitors Bureau.  She spoke to us about the various types of social media, where 

to get started, how much to take on, and the powerful impact it can have on our businesses.  We 

also had special guest, 1st Sgt Dale Frerich of the USMC, to talk to us about their 2011 Toys for 

Tots campaign.  They gave gifts to over 3900 children last year and with the help of the communi-

ty, he was able to keep their administrative costs under 3%!  That means just over $0.97 of every 
(continued on page 3 



 

 

ñSometimes life is hell.  But hey!   

Whatever gets the marshmallows toasty.ò 
Andrew Helt 

QUOTE  OF THE MONTH 

 

Kris Gay 
Coldwell Banker Panian & Mash 

2500 South Willis 

Abilene TX 79605 

325-690-4046 
Cell 325-660-2558 

FAX 325-691-3046 

krisgay@coldwellbanker.com 
Www.buyabilenehomes.com 

 

Andrew Valdez 
Abilene Millwork 

533 Plum Street 

Abilene TX 79601 

325-677-8856 
Cell 325-514-8691 

FAX 325-677-5101 

avaldez1@swbell.net 
Www.abilenemillwork.com 
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BUILDING STONE~THIN VENEER 
SAND & MORE 

4865 S TREADAWAY (HILL ST)        325-437-5550 
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bigcountrystone@gmail.com 
www.bigcountrystone.com 

www.nahg.org 

 Carla, DeAnn, and Joann 

Loan Officers 
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Big Country Home & Garden Expo  
Saturday & Sunday 

March 3 & 4, 2012  
Abilene Civic Center 

 

HBA PARADE OF HOMES 
Scattered Site Locations 

Saturday & Sunday 
April 14 & 15  

and  
April 21 & 22, 2012 

Returning Exhibitor Deadline:  November 15, 2011  

Open to Public:  November 21, 2011  



MENKE, INC.

 
Showroom: 3142 S. 27TH   Abilene, Texas  79605 

Phone: 325-673-5096      Fax: 325-676-3716 

Website: www.menke-floorscapes.com 

Karen Newcomb                     Robert Miers 

 Paula Fiel        Russ Menke       Jan Menke 

 (PWB, continued from page 1) 

 

dollar donated to Toys for Tots went 
to purchasing a toy.  WOW - what a 

huge blessing to those children who 

received not only a gift, but also a 

little bit of hope on Christmas day! 
 Our council is gearing up for 

a season of giving hope around our 

community as well, and weôd like to 
invite you all to join us!  We are col-

lecting canned goods for our annual 

Thanksgiving baskets that we donate 
to our Adopt-A-School for less-

fortunate families within the school.  

We have done this for many, many 

years, and although we typically 
have no idea where the food will go, 

we know that it is yet another way 

that we participate in building hope 
for our community.   

 We also have a work-day 

planned in conjunction with Mission 

Thanksgiving from 10 am to noon 
on November 18th at Arrow Ford on 

S. 1st Street.  We will help the Mis-

sion Thanksgiving team by collect-

ing donations.  Can you come and 
help us too?  No need to sign up, just 

show up!  Canôt come that day?  No 

problem, they need as much help as 
they can get.  There will be loading, 

unloading, sorting, cleaning in the 

days following the drop-off date.  If 
you are interested in getting more 

involved, just show up at their office 

ready to work, and they will gladly 

use you.   
 Finally, we hope to see you 

all at the PWB Birthday Celebration 

at our joint meeting with HBA at 
noon on November 3.  We will be 

hearing from Granger MacDonald, 

past TAB President and Lindsey 
Hurlbut, Manager of BuildPAC for 
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2011 Lobbying Tax Deduction2011 Lobbying Tax Deduction2011 Lobbying Tax Deduction   

 

For 2011, NAHB estimates that the non-
deductible portion of national dues-the 
portion that is applicable to lobbying is 

18% or $27.00 that is not eligible for  
deduction. TAB estimates that 59%  

or $54.49 is not deductible.  

BCHBA Banquet & Dance  
Saturday December 10th  

Fairway Oaks Country Club  
 

Featuring 

The Zack Harmon Band  

 

Details to follow! 

NAHB in Washington DC.  (Donôt 
worry, sheôs a native Texan!) 

 

Have a great month! 

Jennifer Snodgrass 

http://www.menke-floorscapes.com/


 
 

Big Country HBA   Page 4 

Presidentôs Pen, continued from page 1 
 

 Tom Boecking and his crew did an outstanding job with the after hours at First Financial  

Bank.  We have had four this year and all have been very successful. 
 Looks like housing starts are up, and in talking with several builders, specs are selling.  A 

couple of builders have told me that they have completely sold their inventory, and are building more to replenish it.   

This is a great thing because nothing happens until the house sells.  I believe that 2012  will be another great year in 
homebuilding. 

 I would like to encourage you to invite someone to join, we need to grow to get better.   We are always looking 

for new ideas to make our organization better, so if you have any please let me know.   

 
-Gene 

Wednesday, February 8   
 8:30 am-5:00 pm Outdoor Exhibits 

Lot D 

  Outdoor Exhibits 

Lot D 
 8:30 am Grand Opening Ceremonies 

Valencia Ballroom, Level IV 

  Grand Opening Ceremonies 

Valencia Ballroom, Level IV 

 9:30 am-5:00 pm Exhibit Floor 

 10:00 am-5:00 pm Education Sessions 

 3:00 pm-5:30 pm 2011 Joint Executive Board, 

Budget & Resolutions 

Committee Meeting 

Room W230 

  2011 Joint Executive Board, 

Budget & Resolutions 
Committee Meeting 

Room W230 

  2011 Joint Executive Board, 

Budget & Resolutions 

Committee Meeting 

Room W230 

  2011 Joint Executive Board, 

Budget & Resolutions 

Committee Meeting 

Room W230 

  2011 Joint Executive Board, 
Budget & Resolutions 

Committee Meeting 

Room W230 

 

 

 Thursday, February 9  

 8:00 am-5:00 pm Education Sessions 

 8:30 am-5:00 pm Outdoor Exhibits 

Lot D 

  Outdoor Exhibits 
Lot D 

 9:30 am-5:00 pm Exhibit Floor 

 7:00 pm Spike Party & Directors' Reception 

Pointe Orlando 

  Spike Party & Directors' Reception 

Pointe Orlando 

   

 Friday, February 10  

 8:00 am-2:00 pm NAHB Board of Directors Meeting 

Valencia Ballroom, Level IV 

  NAHB Board of Directors Meeting 

Valencia Ballroom, Level IV 
 8:00 am-5:00 pm Education Sessions 

 8:30 am-5:00 pm Outdoor Exhibits 

Lot D 

  Outdoor Exhibits 

Lot D 

 9:30 am-5:00 pm Exhibit Floor 

   

 Saturday, February 11  

 8:00 am-11:30 am Education Sessions 

 8:30 am-2:00 pm Outdoor Exhibits 

Lot D 
  Outdoor Exhibits 

Lot D 

 9:30 am-2:00 pm Exhibit Floor 
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Inside City Limit: 

Legend Homes  4710 Marlboro Dr  354,000*  

Steve West Homes  825 Running Water Tr 157,500 

Jim Loudermilk  5109 Yellowstone Tr 110,000 

Flying V Homes LLC 310 Sugarberry Av  121,000 

Mason Trendsetters Inc 4409 High Sierra  215,000 

Quality Homes of Abilene 3502 Rhonni Ct  315,000 

Texas Pride Quality Home 318 Miss Ellie Ln  97,000 

John Beall  5609 Legacy Dr  180,000 

Ron Fogle Construction 5602 Legacy Dr  242,000 

John Beall  4902 James Ct  156,000 

Cornerstone Ent  3041 Legends Tr  160,000 

Lantripõs Custom Homes 5017 Spring Creek Rd 159,900 

Lantripõs Custom Homes 5025 Spring Creek Rd 179,900 

Legend Homes  4910 Yellowstone Tr 160,000 

Lantripõs Custom Homes 5009 Spring Creek Rd 169,900 

Flying V Homes LLC 5117 Spring Creek Rd 120,000 

K & A Homes LLC  3833 Hill Country Dr 140,000 

KSB Builders LLC  1790 N 19th  125,000 

Mason Trendsetters Inc 4610 Majestic Sky  200,000 

Mason Trendsetters Inc 4417 Majestic Sky  215,000 

Mason Trendsetters Inc 4609 Majestic Sky  215,000 

 

20 SFP this time frame    3,438,200  

*01 Triplex        354,000 

      3,792,200  

 

Outside City Limit: 

Jimmy McDonald, Jr. 774A CR 154  Tuscola 

Countryside Homes LLC 109 Lindley Crt  Tuscola 

Lee Roy Ramirez  133 Mountain Meadow Tuscola 

TM Cornerstone Ent 8134 FM 89  Tuscola 

 

24 SF Permits this time frame. 

PERMITS ISSUED   

September 20-October 24, 2011 

 Texas Energy Code 

3-Hour Workshop 

Conducted by 

APPLE ENERGY GROUP 

 

January 19, 2012 

Big Country HBA Office  

4398 Crawford Drive 

325-698-4232 

 

9 am-Noon COMMERCIAL  

1-4 pm RESIDENTIAL  

 

Registration will be online through Apple 

Energy Group. 

 

More information will be forthcoming!  

Big Country Home  
& Garden Expo 

Saturday & Sunday 
March 3 & 4, 2012  
Abilene Civic Center 

HBA PARADE OF HOMES 
Scattered Site Locations 

Saturday & Sunday 
April 14 & 15  

and  
April 21 & 22, 2012 

To view all your NAHB Member Savings 

Www.nahb.org/MA 
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HBA AFTER HOURS 
TUESDAY OCTOBER 27, 2012 

First Financial Mortgage 
Buffalo Gap Road 

THANK YOU ! 

THANK YOU!  
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Acme Brick 

American State Bank 
A-Town Hi-Tech 

Atmos Energy Corporation 

Battles Home Improvement 
Better Business Bureau 

Cutco Cutlery 

First Financial Bank 
Habitat for Humanity Abilene/Restore 

Kelly-Moore Paint Co Inc 

Mueller Inc  
Pest Patrol 

ReBath 

Servpro of Abilene 
Southwest Pools & Spas 

The Blind Man 
Tommy Simons 

Big Country 

Home & Garden Expo  
Saturday & Sunday 
March 3 & 4, 2012 

 
Abilene Civic Center 

Returning  
Exhibitors 

Returning Exhibitor Deadline  
November 15, 2012 

$100 deposit per booth required 

Open to Public  
November 21, 2011  

Previous Celebrity Talents include 
 

Matt Fox & Sherry Hiller 
Paul James ñThe Gardener Guyò 

Carmen De La Paz 

-ÁÔÔ Ǫ 3ÈÅÒÒÙ ΨΦΦί 

0ÁÕÌ *ÁÍÅÓ ΨΦΧΦ #ÁÒÍÅÎ ΨΦΧΧ 

Who will join us in 2012? 



 

B́efore You Build · Call Us Firstµ 
1-877-TEC-1939 

www.taylorelectric.com 
James McKee · 325-669-8626 

Big Country Home Builders Association 
4398 Crawford Drive 
Abilene, Texas  79602 

 
ABILENE  

Century Plaza II 

Suite 100 

 325-698-9597 

LISA BOYCE  BETTY GARNER  

FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL TYPES ROOFING 

BIG COUNTRY STONE 
RIVER ROCK~BOULDERS~FLAGSTONE 

BUILDING STONE~THIN VENEER 
SAND & MORE 

4865 S TREADAWAY (HILL ST)        325-437-5550 
AFTER HOURS 660-8087                Fax 437-5566  

bigcountrystone@gmail.com 
www.bigcountrystone.com 

http://www.taylorelectric.com/

