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 I hope the new season finds you all well.  March was such a hectic month, we 

were glad that activities slowed down a bit for April.  Now that we are entering May, 

we are gearing up for several activities, the first being the scholarship.  This year we 

had 22 students apply for our four BCHBA scholarships and the Hester Scholarship.   

Jesse Evans,  Connie Stone and their committee did an excellent job this year.  We 
will award the scholarships at the May luncheon. 

 On May 12th, American Electric Power, is hosting our ―After Hours‖ at their 

facility off loop 322 and Maple.  It will begin at 5:30 and will last until 7:00.   They 

will have a drawing for a two night stay at the Residence Inn.  This promises to be a great time, and I  

encourage everyone to come out.   

 August 6th will be our annual BCHBA/Habitat for Humanity Clay shoot.   I would like to en-

courage all members to take part in this annual event, either as a sponsor, participant, or volunteer.  

This is a wonderful and fun event that supports an organization that helps people to own their  home 

who might not otherwise be able to.  

 Home sales in Texas were up 7.2 percent the month of March from February, while building 

permits were up 11.2 percent.   In Abilene, new home sales have been pretty good the month of March, 

however I don’t have any official figures at this time, Congratulations to Wesley Stockard, Anthony 
McCulloch, and Bill Brabben for selling their Parade of Home houses.  In talking to various builders, it 

seems that every house has a serious bite on it, and I pray that every house will sell before summer be-

gins.  I know a couple of builders are in the process of building customs from customers who met them 

at the Parade of Homes. 
(continued on page 4) 

 Well, I do believe spring is here!  As beautiful as the weather has 

been, as you know it has brought with it, dry and windy conditions, causing 

fires all over the state, that will likely not end any time soon.  Please continue 

to be in prayer for RAIN!  Where are the April showers? 

 Thank you to all who supported the Professional Women in Building 
Concession Stand in March.  We are pleased to be conducting our scholarship 

interviews the week I am writing this note to you all.  I feel certain that we will 

find some bright students to award with scholarships this year.   
(continued on page 4) 



Inside City Limit: 

Conaway Land Group 2713 Charter House Drive  206,254 

Conaway Land Group 2702 Charter House Drive  233,296 

Ron Fogle Construction 5262 Wyndham Court  390,000 

Mason Trendsetters 4518 Vista Grande  240,000 

Stockard Construction Inc 4533 Coyote Run   239,000 

John Beall Companies 4941 James Court   115,000 

Cornerstone Ent  3002 Founders Place  170,000 

Steve West Homes  849 Running Water Trail  157,000 

 

8 SF Permits this time frame    1,593,550  

 

Outside City Limit: 

David Gannaway  358 CR 337   Abilene 

Countryside Homes LLC 217 CR 356   Merkel 

David Aldridge  289 CR 142   Tuscola 

Countryside Homes LLC 126 Mountain Meadow Drive Tuscola 

Ron Fogle Construction 225 Stardust Trail   Tuscola 

Mason Trendsetters 150 Mountain Meadow Drive Tuscola 

Mason Trendsetters 233 Stardust Trail   Tuscola 

 

7 SF Permits outside city limit 

15 Single Family Permits Issued 

òThe small act of paying  

attention can take you  

a long way.ó 

Keanu Reeves 

PERMITS ISSUED  March 18—April 18, 2011 

QUOTE  OF THE MONTH 
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W Interiors 
Randy D. White 

PO Box 7262 

Abilene, Texas 79608 

665-3510 
Email: rdwhite@gmail.com 

 

Steve West Homes, L.L.C. 
Steve West 

4189 Oldham Lane 

Abilene, Texas 79602 
692-5280  

Cell 660-0380 

Email:  west@stevewesthomes.com 

Web:  www.stevewesthomes.com 

BIG COUNTRY STONE 
RIVER ROCK~BOULDERS~FLAGSTONE 

BUILDING STONE~THIN VENEER 
SAND & MORE 

4865 S TREADAWAY (HILL ST)        325-437-5550 
AFTER HOURS 660-8087                Fax 437-5566  

bigcountrystone@gmail.com 
www.bigcountrystone.com 

www.nahg.org 

 Carla, DeAnn, and Joann 

Loan Officers 

eYaf ãâåºæéáºéàéã   ^Yp ãâåºæéáºéèçá 
[eYZ]·\q]ad\af_·b\q[mk¶hjae]d]f\af_º[ge 
ãâçà 4gml` âçl` 4lº 
"Zad]f]· 59 çéæàå 
  



Page 3 

MENKE, INC.

 
Showroom: 3142 S. 27TH   Abilene, Texas  79605 

Phone: 325-673-5096      Fax: 325-676-3716 

Website: www.menke-floorscapes.com 

Karen Newcomb                     Robert Miers 

 Paula Fiel        Russ Menke       Jan Menke 

TAB News Briefs  

April 19, 2011  

Texas lawmakers find $3 billion to pad the budget  
The full House may discover more non-tax sources, easing some of harshest cuts 

By PEGGY FIKAC  

AUSTIN BUREAU  

April 18, 2011, 8:53PM 

AUSTIN — Texas House budget-writers voted Monday to free up an additional $3 billion for key state services through such 

moves as speeding up tax collections, delaying payments and suspending the back-to-school sales tax holiday. 

   The bills next go to the full House, which Appropriations Committee Chairman Jim Pitts, R-Waxahachie, predicted could be will-

ing to add $4 billion to $5 billion to a bare-bones spending plan it passed earlier this month."I think that we can come up with that 

number, and I think we can still pass the bill. It's non-tax. It's not additional fees than what was already assumed in the introduced 

bill," he said. 

   The proposed two-year $164.5 billion House budget would cut 12.3 percent, or $23 billion, from current state and federal spend-
ing. 

   It would leave school districts short nearly $8 billion of money they would get under current funding formulas; cut Medicaid re-

imbursement rates so much that nursing home closures are threatened; and slash college student financial aid. Extra funds could be 

used to soften those cuts. 

   Senate budget-writers are working on a spending proposal that also would cut from current spending, but by substantially less 

than the version passed by the House. 

   Senate Finance Chairman Steve Ogden, R-Bryan, said nearly two weeks ago that as the Senate plan then stood, it would spend 

$16 billion more in state and federal money than the House bill. 

   Senate budget-writers since have voted to add money in some areas, and Ogden said Monday he did not have a final tally. He said 

senators would fight for their version, which is expected to be voted on Thursday in committee and could head to the full Senate 

next week. 

Rainy day fund questions  
   "That budget saves public education. It saves the nursing home industry in Texas. It takes care of Medicaid patients. The House 

budget does not," Ogden said. "We know how to balance this budget, so the debate is whether you want to save public education 

and whether you want to save nursing homes, or not. And I think we're right. And we're going to fight for it."   

     The cuts are contemplated because the state is facing a shortfall of $15 billion to $27 billion over two years. In addition to scal-

ing back spending in the next two years, the House has OK'd cuts this fiscal year and using $3.1 billion from the rainy day fund to 

help balance the current budget. Dipping further into the rainy day fund remains a question for senators, Senate leaders said, alt-

hough Gov. Rick Perry has said he will not sign a budget that spends more from the $9.4 billion account.  Pitts said the budget be-

ing crafted in the Senate would be too expensive for the House. The extra revenue Pitts is talking about includes $832 million in 

recently freed federal education dollars. 

Tax holiday debated  
   It also includes HB 3790, which includes a delay in state payments to school districts worth $1.8 billion. The delay would push 
the payment from August to September 2013, making it part of the next budget period since the fiscal year starts Sept. 1. 

   The bill approved in committee Monday would suspend the sales tax holiday in the next two-year budget period, and it would 

make unclaimed property revert more quickly to the state. Pitts said the sales-tax holiday suspension still is being discussed. 

   The panel also passed HB 3640, which would speed up the collection of franchise, sales, motor fuels and mixed-beverage taxes to 

bring in more than $1 billion. 

Reporter Joe Holley contributed to this story. 

pfikac@express-news.net 

  
 

 

http://www.menke-floorscapes.com/
mailto:pfikac@express-news.net
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 On a final note, I would like to thank the many sponsors of 

the Expo and Parade of Homes. Without your generosity, none of 

the success that we enjoy would be possible.  I would also like to 

thank Brenda Moore.  She works tirelessly for our organization and 
she is a true friend to all of us.  Without her, our organization could 

not function as efficiently as it does.  I am grateful to have the op-

portunity to work with her this year.   

 As always, if you have any questions, comments, com-

plaints or just want to talk about how the Rangers are kicking every-

one’s tail in MLB, I am open and available.   

 

Thanks 

Thursday May 5, 2011 

Scholarship Luncheon 

Abilene Country Club 

I do hope you will be joining us at the HBA and PWB 

Scholarship luncheon on May 5th to meet this year’s win-

ners. 

 What about this year’s Parade of Homes?  What a 

great job by our builders and affiliates for putting together 
such amazing homes!  Congratulations to this year’s win-

ners.  I am hopeful that I will not be asked to judge – I can’t 

imagine choosing the best.  They seemed to all have great 

floorplans and amenities.  The PWB was glad to support the 

Parade by placing friendly smiles and greetings throughout 

the tour.  Hopefully we’ll be hearing the success stories of 

the homes sold and custom home contracts produced from 

the tour.   

  As always, the Professional Women in Building 

invites you to join us at our monthly meetings.  So far this 

year, we have 47 members, and still growing!  Rachel Rich 

with Hall Air Conditioning has lined up great programs 
already this year, with many more to come.  For example, 

Jack North with North Funeral Homes came to speak to us 

with a slide show of photos and commentary from the ori-

gins of Abilene.  Did you know that the mesquite tree is not 

native to the Big Country?   Mesquite beans were carried 

here on the hooves of horses by the Mexican Army, who 

used the bean pods as feed for their horses.  Interesting.  

We’d like to thank Gene Lantrip, Frank Langley and Mark 

Aldriedge for being our guests earlier this year.  Who says 

you have to be a woman to be a Professional Women in 

Building?!  Seriously, though, the PWB is a great way to 
build and deepen relationships with the women of this in-

dustry. 

 Finally, if you haven’t gotten your PWB cook-

book, they are still for sale.   They make a great Mother’s 

Day gift – she won’t be disappointed with the wonderful 

recipes from our wonderful ladies.  Not to mention, she 

may find an ad from a builder or affiliate that causes her to 

use one of our member’s services.  Now, wouldn’t that be 

great?   

 Don’t forget – spring projects are beginning in 

most of our homes.  Call a member of the HBA to get the 

job done!  Support our members and affiliates, and they’ll 
support you.  See you next time. 

 

Jennifer Snodgrass, President 

(PWB, continued from page 1) 

 

ASBESTOS REMOVAL 
 
Asbestos removal regulations can be confusing and if not followed 
accordingly, can result in severe fines by the State. Enprotec / Hibbs & 
Todd (eHT) would like to help answer some of your questions and con-
cerns by extending an invitation to a free Asbestos Workshop to be 
held at our Abilene Office (402 Cedar) on April 28th from 10 - 12.  

 

 

Topics covered will include: 
 

Dangers of asbestos and what materials can be a health hazard 
Asbestos surveys (why one is required) 
Asbestos awareness programs (who needs one) 
How to deal with ACM (asbestos containing material) 
OSHA 
TAPHR (Texas Asbestos Protection Health Rules) 
General questions or existing situations 

 
If you are interested in attending, please RSVP to Jessica Owen at 
325.698.5560 or jessica.owen@e-ht.com. 

(Presidentôs Pen, continued from page 1) 

   
Mark your calendar for an Mark your calendar for an Mark your calendar for an    

electrifying electrifying electrifying    time!!time!!time!!   

   
HBA After HoursHBA After HoursHBA After Hours   

Sponsored bySponsored bySponsored by   

A.E.P.A.E.P.A.E.P.   
Thursday May 12thThursday May 12thThursday May 12th   

5:305:305:30ððð7:00 PM7:00 PM7:00 PM   

mailto:jessica.owen@e-ht.com
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Page 6 Directions to A.E.P. AFTER HOURS! 

President Signs 1099 Repeal Legislation  
 

 President Obama on April 14 signed legislation championed by NAHB and other industry groups that repeals a 

burdensome tax paperwork requirement that could have cost small businesses thousands of dollars each year. The legis-

lation was approved by Congress last week. 
             The legislation, which NAHB designated as a "key vote" for lawmakers, not only repeals expanded IRS Form 

1099 requirements that were included in the new health care reform law, but also repeals an unfair provision in the 

Small Business Jobs Act of 2010 stipulating that, as of the first of Jan. 1, 2011, independent landlords must submit 
1099s to firms from which they purchase more than $600 in goods or services over the course of the year. 

             Going forward, however, businesses still will have to comply with long-standing reporting requirements for the 

purchase of services. 
 

For more information, e-mail J.P. Delmore, or call him at 800-368-5242 x8412.  (NAHB Monday Morning Briefing) 

HBA Sporting Clay ShootHBA Sporting Clay Shoot   

BenefitingBenefiting   

Abilene Habitat for HumanityAbilene Habitat for Humanity   

Saturday August 6thSaturday August 6th   

BCHBA Annual Golf TournamentBCHBA Annual Golf Tournament   

Wednesday September 14Wednesday September 14   

Diamondback Diamondback   
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 
Board Meeting, 
10:30 

4 
Happy  
Birthday Bill  

Newman 

5  
Scholarship 
Luncheon, 

ACC 

 

6 7 

8 Happy  

Birthday Jesse 
Evans; Happy 

Anniversary 

Dennis & Janet 
O’Dell  

9 10 11 
Happy  
Birthday Gene 

Lantrip 

12 

AFTER 

HOURS  

A.E.P. 

13 14 
Happy  
Anniversary 

Gene & Cindy 

Lantrip 

15 16 Happy 

Birthday  

Melvin  

Faircloth; Happy 

Anniversary 

Trey & Jennifer  
Snodgrass 

17  
Happy  
Birthday  

Cindy  

Lantrip 

18  
Happy  
Birthday 

Carla 

 Mabe 

19 20 21 Happy 

Birthday Garry 
Bunkley;  

Happy Anni-

versary Brett & 
Betty Garner 

22 23  
Happy Birthday 

Tammy Briscoe; 

Happy  

Anniversary 

Allen & Jennifer 
Huskin 

24 25  
Happy  
Anniversary 

Leck & Tip 

Matthews 

26 27 28 

29 Happy 

Birthday  
Scotty  

Lindley 

30 
MEMORIAL 
DAY 

31 Board 

Meeting, 10:30 

    

May 2011 



 

B́efore You Build · Call Us Firstµ 
1-877-TEC-1939 
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ABILENE 

Century Plaza II 

Suite 100 

 325-698-9597 

LISA BOYCE BETTY GARNER 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL TYPES ROOFING 

HBA Sporting Clay ShootHBA Sporting Clay Shoot   
BenefitingBenefiting  

Abilene Habitat for HumanityAbilene Habitat for Humanity   

Saturday August 6thSaturday August 6th   

BCHBA Annual BCHBA Annual   

Golf TournamentGolf Tournament   

Wednesday September 14Wednesday September 14   

http://www.taylorelectric.com/

