
 
 I would like to take this opportunity to thank Mark Aldriedge for mak-

ing 2010  a great year for the Big Country Home Builders Association.  Under 

Mark’s leadership the association has grown. 

 Congratulations to Frank Langley for being selected Home Builder of the 

Year for 2010, and  Gary Pearce for being selected Associate of the Year.  Also, 

Debbie Hurt, who received the Raymond Thomason award. 

 We are trying to improve our luncheon programs, if you have any ideas, 

please let me know.  Our January program will be brought to us by Bill Ehrie, of the Abilene 

Industrial Foundation.  

 There are several upcoming events to keep in mind as we go into the new year.  The, 

International Builders Show  will be  January 12 thru 15  in Orlando, FL.  Several members  

already plan to attend.  The 2011 Rally Day at the State Capital in Austin is on Feb  23  The 

BCHBA is chartering a bus for the one day rally to lobby our state legislature on bills that af-

fect our industry.  We will eat a lunch on the capital grounds, hear Governor Rick Perry speak, 

and go to the different offices to talk with Susan King, Troy Fraser, and Jim Keffer.  Speaking 

with our representatives is instrumental in getting the legislation passed we need.  Hundreds of 

people from around the state go to lobby to their elected officials and its made big differences in 

the past.  Many of us have enjoyed this trip.  We have procured sponsorships, so there is no cost 

to you.  (continued on page 4) 
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“The most important thing you build is business”. 

 Well, Happy 2011, PWB and HBA!  I am looking forward to the year 

for the Professional Women in Building, and I am proud to help accomplish 

the goals of our organization and strengthen the bond between our members 

and the members of the HBA.  Between our two organizations, I believe we 

have a fantastic group of men, women and businesses with great character, 

integrity and independence.  I am anxious to see us deepen our professional 

relationships with one another this year.  (continued on page 3) 



Inside City: 

Cordova Construction  3017 Grape St  80,000 

West Wind Construction  1341 Briar Cliff Path 155,000 

Miller Custom Homes  7033 Pebbles Pl  215,000 

Artemio Torres   8773 W Lake Rd  250,000 

Mason Trendsetters Inc  4409 Margaritas Wy 210,000 

Mason Trendsetters Inc  4434 Margaritas Wy 210,000 

Mason Trendsetters Inc  4601 Vista Grande 275,000 

Loudermilk Jim   2226 Bunker Hill Dr 130,000 

Wayne Mark Aldriedge  2266 Bunker Hill Dr 189,000 

 

09 SF Permits inside city limit, this time frame   1,714,000 

 

Outside City: 

Clark Custom Homes  501 Prosperity Rd  Abilene 

Mason Trendsetters inc  201 Mountain Meadow Dr Tuscola 

Mason Trendsetters Inc  133 Mesa Rim Dr  Tuscola 

Lantrip’s Custom Homes   239 Mountain Meadow Tuscola 

Lantrip’s Custom Homes  201 Prairie Creek Wy Abilene 

Junction Builders   218 Prairie Creek Wy Abilene 

Countryside Homes LLC  117 Nortin Star  Tuscola 

Ray Templeton  ` 126 Baciacita Farms Rd Abilene 

Dan Clark   142 Baciacita Farms Rd Abilene 

 

09 SF Permits outside city limit 

18 Total single family permits issued 

 

“Enjoy the little things, 

for one day you may 

look back and realize 

they were the big 

things”. 

Robert Brault 

PERMITS ISSUED  November 19-December 21,  2010 

QUOTE  OF THE MONTH 
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Buckner Construction 

Jim Buckner 

825 Healing Water Trail 

Abilene, TX 79602 
325-669-3920 

Email:  gfbuckner@gmail.com 

 

Paula Jones 
Re/Max of Abilene 

2545 S Danville Dr 
Abilene, TX 79605 

3258-518-2119 

FAX 695-5313 
Email: paulajones@remax.net 

 

BIG COUNTRY STONE 
RIVER ROCK~BOULDERS~FLAGSTONE 

BULDING STONE~THIN VENEER 
SAND & MORE 

4865 S TREADAWAY (HILL ST)        325-437-5550 
AFTER HOURS 660-8087                Fax 437-5566  

bigcountrystone@gmail.com 
www.bigcountrystone.com 

www.nahg.org 

 Carla, DeAnn, and Joann 

Loan Officers 

main 325.691.9093   fax 325.691.9871 

cmabe,dyeilding,jdycus@primelending.com 

3270 South 27th St. 

Abilene, TX 79605 
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 The NAHB International Builders Show in Orlando, Florida is happening this month.  Mitzi Merchant with Security Title 

and I were both selected to receive the Member Travel Award from our National Professional Women in Building.  They are anxious 

to unite with our PWB, as we will possibly be the only PWB left in Texas!  We will join Gene Lantrip there, and between the three 

of us, we will bring useful information and resources back to the Big Country.  We are fortunate to have strong National ties to the 

NAHB, and it is important that we utilize that relationship to improve and strengthen our industry in Abilene.  I encourage you to 

spend a little time to register and browse NAHB.com to see the tools and tips that may benefit you.  You can even ―like‖ them on 

Facebook to get more regular updates. 

 Much like the rest of you, the beginning of the year marks the time we start planning for the Home and Garden Show in 

March.   Our concession stand has been our annual fundraiser for scholarships and other worthy causes in the community for many 

years.  If you are not a member of the PWB, we invite you to join us as we begin our preparations for this and other events through-

out the year. 

 Finally, I would like to say a big ―Thank you‖ to Mark Aldriedge with Mark Aldriedge Custom Homes and Leslie Lee with 

Big Country Title for their leadership in 2010.  We are blessed and thankful for the sacrifice of time and energy they gave to us.  

Leslie, amazing job creating the cookbooks!  Your contribution will make a big impact!  …  By the way, if you haven’t purchased 

the Professional Women in Building Cookbook, you should!  These ladies have some amazing recipes that you will be glad to make 

and enjoy! 

 Thank you also to the previous board and congratulations to the winners at our annual banquet.  That was a fun evening, and 

a great end to 2010 for the HBA and PWB.  Let’s move forward and have another great year! 

Jennifer Snodgrass 

New York Life Insurance 

(PWB, continued from page 1) 

 

Gene and Cindy Lantrip have been building homes in the Big Country since 1983. Their roots run 

deep in the Abilene area. Gene graduated from Cooper High School in 1974 and graduated from Har-

din-Simmons University in 1979. He was a commissioned officer in the 490th Civil Affairs for eight 
years, and he and Cindy owned the Lantrip's convenience store chain from 1982 to 2005. Gene served 

on the Jim Ned School Board for 9 years, the Taylor Country Lions Club, and is currently a member 

of the National Eagle Scout Association. Cindy grew up in Buffalo Gap, and graduated from Jim Ned 

High School in 1976. She then attended McMurry University and married Gene in 1977. Gene and 

Cindy love spending time with their three children, their childrens' spouses, and their grandchild. 

Gene and Cindy have built over 350 homes in Abilene and surrounding areas. Their philosophy is to 

build the best quality home, yet affordable for the home buyers. They are members of the Big Country 

Home Builders Association, Texas Association of Home Builders, The National Association of Home 
Builders, and the Abilene Better Business Bureau. Gene currently serves on the Board of Directors for 

the Big Country Home Builder Association where he was First Vice President for 2010 and will be 

the BCHBA President for 2011. Gene also serves as the Local Director of the National Association of 

Home Builders 2009-2011. 

Gene and Cindy Lantrip were honored as the Builder of the Year for 2009 from the Big Country 
Home Builders Association, and in 2010 were awarded the Abilene Reporter News People's choice 

award for best builder. 

They currently have lots available in the Pack Saddle Creek, Indian Wells, Dakota Springs, Heritage 

Parks, Mountain Meadows, Mystic Estates and Cedar Hills Lake subdivision, or they will build on 
any lot the customer desires. From securing financing, developing the plans, helping to make all se-

lections as stress free as possible, and finally handing the homeowner the keys to their new home, 

Lantrip's Custom Homes assists the homeowner throughout the whole construction process. . Every 

house is given a 10 year structure warranty thru Strucsure Warranty LLC. 

Building a home is a very rewarding and fun experience. 
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 This year, I am trying to make our or-

ganization more inclusive.  I would like to in-
vite you to join one or several of our different 

committees.  These committee’s include  Mem-

bership, chaired by Mike Ward and Mike 
Moyer (the two Mikes), Expo, chaired by Gary 

Pearce, Scholarship, chaired by Jesse Evans 

and Connie Stone,  Parade of Homes, chaired 
by Frank Langley, Habitat for Humanity Clay 

Shoot, chaired by Don Faulkner and Mike 

Moyer, Fishing Tournament, chaired by Gary 

Pearce, and the Golf Committee, chaired by 
Debbie Hurt and Mark Aldriedge.  You can 

contact Brenda at the BCHBA office or you 

can contact the different Chairmen or myself to 
volunteer.  Your involvement is very important 

to make our organization a success. 

 On a final note, I would like to encour-
age you to contribute to HomePac.  It is the 

lobbying arm of the Texas Association of 

Builders.  As you are well aware, our industry 

is very affected by what happens in Austin.  
During every session there are hundreds of 

bills that affect us, and our industry.  The TAB 

legislative committee keeps us informed on the 
merits of the different bills, and how they will 

affect us.  Texas remains on the forefront of the 

industry nation wide, and in part because our 

state association is very proactive in their lob-
bying efforts. 

 I am honored to serve as your president 

for the 2011 term and excited to see what un-
folds for the next year.  I can promise that 

2011will be a fun year for the Big Country 

Home Builders Association. 

2011 Lobbying Tax Deduction 

In 1993, the U.S. Congress enacted the Omnibus Budget 

Reconciliation Act that contained provisions affecting 
trade associations.  The Act provided that taxpayers will 

no longer be able to deduct from their federal income 

taxes any portion of the association dues attributable to 
that association’s ―lobbying activities‖ as an ordinary 

and necessary cost of doing business.   

For 2011, NAHB estimates that the non-deductible por-

tion of national dues-the portion that is applicable to 

lobbying is 18%.  Thus, for a member who pays their 
NAHB dues of $150.00 in 2011, 18% or $27.00 will not 

be eligible for deduction as a business expense.  Simi-

larly, for an affiliate member who pays their NAHB 

dues of $5.00 in 2011, 18% or $0.90 will not be eligible 

for deduction as a business expense. 

For 2011, The Texas Association of Builders estimates 

that the non-deductible portion of state dues is 59%.  

With dues of $111, the amount not deductible as a busi-

ness expense will be $65.49.  For an affiliate member 
who pays their TAB dues of $25.00 in 2011, 59% or 

$14.75 of their dues is not deductible as a business ex-

pense.   

Therefore, the total amount of 2011 state and national 

dues for a member that is not deductible as a business 
expense is $92.49, and for an affiliate member the 

amount is $15.65.   

Texas Association  of 

Builders  

 HBA Board of Directors 

 

Gene Lantrip, President & NAHB Director 

Mike Ward, 1st VP 

Mike Moyer, 2nd VP 
Debbie Hurt, Secretary 

Connie Stone, Treasurer 

Mark Aldriedge, Past President 

Frank Langley, Director 

Anthony McColum, Director 

Gary Pearce, Director 

Eddie Brown, Director 

Jesse Evans, Director 

Phil Watkins, Director 

Don Faulkner, TAB Life Director 

Tommie Harendt, TAB Life Director 

Jimmy McDonald, TAB Director 
Bill Brabbin, TAB Honorary Life Director 

2011 PWB Board of Directors 

 

Jennifer Snodgrass, President 

Rachael Hall, 1st VP-Programs 

Christina Rosas, 2nd VP-Newsletter 
Debbie Hurt, Secretary 

Mitzi Merchant, Treasurer 

Joann Dycus, Board Member 

Sherry McColum, Board Member 

Leslie Lee, Past President 

2011 

Board of Directors 

 

 

YOU ARE NEEDED! 
 

2011 BCHBA Committees 

 
Banquet 

Bass Fishing Tournament—April 

Budget & Finance 
Golf Tournament—September 

Home & Garden Expo—March 

Parade of Homes—March 

Luncheon Program 
Membership  

Nominating  

Rally Day—February 
Scholarship– May 

Sporting Clays Shoot—August 

 
Please get involved in  

Your Association! 

325-698-4232 
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CARMEN DE LA PAZ  

as seen on HGTVõs òHammer Headsó 

Big Country Home & Garden Expo 

announces 

 

 

 

BIG COUNTRY HOME & GARDEN EXPO SPONSORS 

 
Carmen  De La Paz is an interior designer, carpenter and decorative painter and the owner of De 

La Paz designs, a design and decorative-paint studio specializing in decorative finishes and custom-made 
furniture for both residential and commercial interior and exterior designs. A hands-on designer, Carmen does 
all of her own work and is handy with a compound miter saw, paintbrush, power drill, router or stone grinder.   

With years of experience in the design industry and a true talent for colors and textures, Carmen has 
extensive knowledge in techniques ranging from Venetian plaster, wood graining, gilding, stenciling and furni-
ture refinishing. Along with her vast knowledge in decorative paint, she has extensive carpentry and masonry 
skills to complement her design work. With design projects in Los Angeles, New York and her home town of 
Waukesha, Wis., her work can be found in multimillion-dollar homes and many businesses, from hair salons 
to restaurants. 
 In addition to private, commercial and residential design work, Carmen has worked as a production 
designer and art director in the television, film and theater industry. Her latest set design work can be seen in 
the film Jonna's Body, Please Hold which has received national recognition on the film festival circuit. 
 Outside the realm of design, Carmen's artistic talents run deep. Her credits include a Broadway debut 
at New York City's Lincoln Center in the production, In the Summer House starring Diane Weist, Liev Schrei-

ber and Frances Conroy. Not new to television, she has been seen on Discovery Espa¶ol, Women's Enter-
tainment Network, FOX, NBC, Telemundo and Magrack, where she is currently co-host to John Lithgow in 
Paloozaville. As a child, Carmen's creative energy found an outlet through music. She plays nine instruments 

and has an amazing vocal style. 
 She was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and grew up in Wisconsin. An alumni of Syracuse University, 
Carmen holds a B.F.A. in Music Theater. She also studied broadcast journalism though the UCLA Certificate 
program.    

 Big Country Home & Garden Expo  

Saturday & Sunday  

March 5  & 6, 2011  

Abilene Civic Center  
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Stars showing up for finale of Extreme Makeover show  

Posted: Dec 10, 2010 10:44 AM CST  

SALADO 

by Louis Ojeda Jr. & Bruce Gietzen 

 SALADO & FT. HOOD - Popular comedian Dane Cook performed a free show 

for soldiers and their families on Ft. Hood Friday night, in conjunction with the hit ABC 
show Extreme Makeover: Home Edition, which will be awarding a new home to SSG 
Patrick Zeigler and his new bride Sunday. 
 The benefit at the Howze Theater was to honor and thank the men and women 
of Fort Hood for their service, and ended with a $25,000 donation from CVS Pharma-
cies to kick off a newly-created Ft. Hood shooting victims fund.  
 Build crews say the house being constructed in Salado and is on schedule, and 
the keys to the home will be give to show staff Saturday afternoon.  They'll then have approximately 24 
hours to furnish the home and get it ready to present to the Zeiglers. 
 "I've been an interior designer for 28 years, and I've helped build homes smaller than this one that 
took one or two years to build," said Leigh Anne Tuohy, who is part of the Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 
design crew. 
 Tuohy is best known for being the mother and wife Sandra Bullock portrayed in the hit movie, "The 
Blindside".  She arrived at the home site today and was the only worker wearing spiked heel work boots. 
 "The show got this home built in less than seven days, and it's incredible. It's completely finished, 
with their clothes in the closet and food in the fridge, and we couldn't have done it without all these volun-
teers and we're very appreciative, " Tuohy added.  
 The 29-hundred square foot one-story home was custom designed for the Zeiglers, and will include 
some surprises that will highlite this edition of Extreme Makeover: Home Edition.  The broadcast date for 
the show hasn't been determined yet, but it will be sometime in late January or early February. 
 The shows producers give a lot of credit to the main sponsors of the project:  Tilson Homes, Temple
-Inland and the Texas Association of Builders. When asked if there was ever a point during construction 
when he thought crews wouldn't make their deadline, Tilson President and CEO Eddie Martin reflected for a 
moment, and then said, "No, but there was a point when I couldn't believe we were doing all this at one 
time.  We had the air conditioning crew, the plumbers and the electricians all in the house - I think we had 

150 people in the home at one time and just going eve-
rywhere, and I thought 'is this really going to happen' 
and it did".  
 SSG Zeigler and Jessica Hanson will be mar-
ried Sunday on Fort Hood, then ride to the homesite in 
the Mill Creek subdivision on the eastern edge of 
Salado for the 2 p.m. reveal where they'll see their 
completed home for the first time.  A wedding recep-
tion in the back yard of that home will follow. 
 The wedding and reception are both invitation-
only events, but the Extreme Makeover: Home Edition 

reveal event with the Zeiglers and designers Ty Pennington, Leigh Anne Tuohy, Paul 
DiMao and Xzibit will be open to the public, who can watch from a designated area. 
 
 

For more information, go to:  www.heartoftexasbuild.com  
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 Happy Birthday 

Leck Matthews 
4 HBA Board 

meeting 10:30 

5 Parade of 

Homes Committee 
Meeting, 10:30 

6 HBA Luncheon, 

ACC; Happy  
Birthday Janice Bar-
ber 

7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 Happy Anni-

versary Perry & 
Pam Stockard; 
Janice & Jim Barber 

17 18 Happy  

Birthday Kristen 
Kyker & Deann 
Yielding 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 Happy  

Birthday Annalee 
Gomez 

25 26 27 Happy  

Birthday Trish 
Renfro 

28 Happy  

Birthday David 
Sartor 

29 

30 31      

January 2011 

TAB Rally Day 

Wednesday 

February 23 
Home & Garden Expo 

Saturday & Sunday 

March 5 & 6 

Parade of Homes 

Saturday & Sunday 

March  12, 13 & 19, 20 

SAVE THESE 2011 DATES! 
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ABILENE 

Century Plaza II 

Suite 100 

 325-698-9597 

LISA BOYCE BETTY GARNER 

RALLY DAY  
AUSTIN TEXAS 

Wednesday  

February 23, 2011 

Parade of Homes 

March 12 & 13 and  

March 19 & 20, 20111 

Big Country Home 

& Garden Expo 

March 5 &  6, 2011 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL TYPES ROOFING 

http://www.taylorelectric.com/

