
 It looks like 2011 is going to be another great year.  We have almost filled all our 
booths for the Home and Garden Expo, our advertising book is full, and we have twenty new 
homes for the Parade of Homes.  Our bus for the rally day is filling up fast, Dallas hired a new 
head coach, and Rob Ryan is the new defensive coordinator - wait that last part may not be such 
good news for those of us who hated his father Buddy Ryan who coached for the Philadelphia 
Eagles.  Itõs going to be an interesting season. 
  Cindy, Kristie,  and I just got back from Orlando, Fl and the International Home Show.  
We met up with Mitzi Merchant and Jennifer Snodgrass while there  (Orlando has not been the 
same since those two hit town).  We agreed that whatever happened in Orlando stayed there, but 

I do have some pictures of Mitzi dancing (however not on any tables).  We had a great time and got a lot of good 
information, and Mitzi got a chance to meet Mike Holmes of HDTVõs ò Holmes on Homesò.   
 At the National Homebuilders Board of Directors meeting, we learned that this legislative session is very 
important for our industry.  The President and Congress are looking for ways to cut the deficit, and one of the 
things that they are strongly considering is eliminating or reducing the mortgage interest deduction.  It depends 
on where it is at in President Osamaõs òState of the Union speechó as to how much of a priority it will be.  If this 
passes, it will really hurt our industry.  One of our selling points on buying versus renting  is that the interest on 
homes is tax deductible.  
 We will be heading to Austin on February 23rd to see what the state legislators are going to do to us 
this session.  If you havenõt signed up, you need to while there are seat available.  We will take the bus there and 
back, eat a barbeque lunch on the capital grounds, meet our representatives, and explain our views on the bills 
that affect us.  I can promise you a great time and  hopefully someone will bring some margaritas and make it an 
even better time.  (continued page 3) 
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ñThe most important thing you build is businessò. 

 Hi, everyone!  I have to be honest and let you all know, I was extremely late in 
getting my article to Brenda for this newsletter. Have you ever had the kind of month where 
you canõt quite keep up?  January was just one of those months for me!  It began with an 
incredible trip to Orlando, Florida to the International Builders Show and ended with the flu 
and a crashed computer.  Thank God for perseverance, I am back in business! 
 The International Builders Show is truly a sight to be seen for anyone related to 
the home building industry.  As members of our local HBA, you all are members of some-
thing far bigger than you may know.  The NAHB is at work for its members providing this 
annual event where education, awareness and product highlights are delivered to more 
than 55,000 attendees from all over the world.  People shuffled in and out of over 250 
educational courses offered over topics such as Green Building, Economic Trends and Fi-
nance, Organization and Business Management, Sales, Innovation and so much more!  And, 
the showroom flooré Wow!  There were literally acres of booths with products and demon 
(continued page 3) 



Inside City Limit: 

Cornerstone Enterprises  2209 Bunker Hill Dr 160,000 

Sela Builders LLC   626 Scoobie Tr  159,000 

Sela Builders LLC   625 Scoobie Tr  174,000 

Cornerstone Enterprises  602 Benelli Dr  170,000 

Lantripõs Custom Homes  802 Running Water Tr 173,900 

Lantripõs Custom Homes  810 Running Water Tr 167,900 

Lantripõs Custom Homes  865 Running Water Tr 173,900 

Ron Fogle Construction LP  1926 Willow Dr  83,000 

Toni Stokes   1302 Magnolia Dr  78,000*  

Scott Olson Homes  2133 Bunker Hill Dr 205,715 

 

10 SF Permits  inside      1,545,415  

(*01 Modular) 

Outside City Limit: 

Boyd Construction   225 Winchester  Tuscola 

BlakeLee Builders Inc  149 White Dove Cir Abilene 

02 SF Permits outside 

12 Single Family Permits this time frame 

òWhen you feel dog tired at 

night, it may be because 

youõve growled all day longó. 

Author Unknown 

PERMITS ISSUED  December 21,  2010ñJanuary 18, 2011 

QUOTE  OF THE MONTH 
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LONE STAR ELECTRIC  
301 Locust Street 

PO Box 6451 
Abilene, Texas 79608 

Matt Robinson & Doug Jones 

677-0186 
677-0188 FAX 

Email: lselectric@clearwire.net 

 

BIG COUNTRY STONE 
RIVER ROCK~BOULDERS~FLAGSTONE 

BULDING STONE~THIN VENEER 
SAND & MORE 

4865 S TREADAWAY (HILL ST)        325-437-5550 
AFTER HOURS 660-8087                Fax 437-5566  

bigcountrystone@gmail.com 
www.bigcountrystone.com 

www.nahg.org 

 Carla, DeAnn, and Joann 

Loan Officers 

main 325.691.9093   fax 325.691.9871 

cmabe,dyeilding,jdycus@primelending.com 

3270 South 27th St. 

Abilene, TX 79605 

Big Country Home 

& Garden Expo 

March 5 &  6, 2011 

Parade of Homes 

March 12 & 13 and  

March 19 & 20, 20111 
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Rally Day 2011 is Wednesday, February 23.  The purpose of Rally Day is to deliver our legislative 
agenda right to the door of our State Representatives and Senators.  We are looking forward to 

another successful event and are hoping to have more than 1,500 Texas home builders, remod-
elers, developers and associate members ascend the steps at the State Capital.   

CALL AND SIGN UP TODAY! 

Thanks to our Sponsors this is a FREE TRIP!! 
Our Sponsors 

 

Acme Brick, Beal Appliance Lighting & Cabinets and G.E. 

Saddle Creek, Security Title Company  

Supreme Security Service, SuddenLink West Texas 

 & Taylor Electric 

MENKE, INC.

 
Showroom: 3142 S. 27TH   Abilene, Texas  79605 

Phone: 325-673-5096      Fax: 325-676-3716 

Website: www.menke-floorscapes.com 

Karen Newcomb                     Robert Miers 

 Paula Fiel        Russ Menke       Jan Menke 

 We need volunteers for the 
Home and Garden Expo and for the 
Parade of Homes.  We are looking at 
having another after hours between 
the Home and Garden Expo and Pa-
rade of Homes - I will let you know 
more info as it becomes available to 
me.  The February meeting will fea-
ture the Mayor of Abilene, Norm 
Archibald. His visit should be  very 
informative and interesting.  I have 
gotten  a lot of positive feedback 
from  Bill Ehrieôs visit last month.  He 
had a lot of interesting things to say 
about the future of Abilene.   
 We had a  good meeting 
with county commissioners, however, 
I donõt think that they are in favor of 
passing an ordinance requiring in-
spections in the county. I really ap-
preciate Mark Aldriedge and Phil 
Watkins on speaking on our behalf.  
The turnout from the members of 
BCHBA was great.  Itõs not over yet, 
they are going to revisit it in a couple 
of months. 

  I have been talking with 
several builders who have had open 
houses this month, and they report 
that the turnout has been great -- 
averaging between twenty to thirty 
people.  That is a great sign, a lot of 
people are out there looking to buy a 
new home.  Hopefully February will be 
a great month .   Donõt forget Valen-
tines Day.   Take your significant other 
out to eat, and you might even con-
sider taking your mother out to eat .   
 As always, if you have any 
suggestions, comments, questions, 
advice, or want to buy a  house, please 
donõt hesitate to call me.  
Gene Lantrip 

(PWB, continued from page 1) 

strations ð I am pretty sure I saw a bathroom from the future!  It 
was so neat, and I am proud to have represented our Big Country 
HBA Professional Women in Building.  Many thanks to Gene & Cindy 
Lantrip for helping to make it possible for Mitzi and I to attend.  
And, thanks to Gerald Johnson with Security Title for giving Mitzi the 
time off. 
 As much as we would have liked to have gone to IBS for 
fun, Mitzi Merchant and I attended four days of National Profes-
sional Women in Building training and guidance.  We learned so 
much and found that as awesome as all of our local PWB ladies are, 
so are the women that represent the building industry all over our 
nation.  I guess weõre just a special breed!  Mitzi has been elected 
as our Area Trustee, so she will be responsible for reporting news 
and information from our region back to our National representa-
tives.  With a beginning like this one, we should be on our way to 
an exciting year to see what our PWB can accomplish in the Big 
Country! 
 Keeping the excitement going, I hope to see many of you 
on February 23 for Rally Day.  It will be my first time attending, and 
I am looking forward to generating some excitement and awareness 
for our Texas legislation, especially in regards to any changes af-
fecting the way we do business. 
 Finally, get ready!  March is right around the corner.  
Weõve got a big month planned with the Home and Garden Show 
and Parade of Homes.  Thank you for the generous donors to our 
annual Concession Stand.  We look forward to serving you there! 
Remember if you or anyone you know are interested in learning 
more about the PWB, please donõt hesitate to contact me or any of 
the other members! 

Jennifer Snodgrass Parade of Homes:  March 12, 13, 19 & 20 

Scattered site locations! 

http://www.menke-floorscapes.com/


Page 4  

  

Tentative Rally Day Schedule  
Wednesday, February, 23, 2011  

  

9 ï 10:15 a.m.  Registration on Capitol Grounds (Rally Day Captains) 
10:30 ï 10:35 a.m.  Opening Remarks at the South Steps of the Capitol 
10:35 ï 10:45 a.m. Guest Speaker 
10:45 ï 11 a.m. Legislative Agenda & Closing Remarks 
11 a.m. ï 1 p.m. Barbeque Lunch on the Grounds of the Capitol 
1 ï 5 p.m.  Legislator Visits 
5:30 ï 7:30 p.m. TAB Legislative Reception at the Driskill Hotel 
 

 
To participate in  

Rally Day,  
Call 325-698-4232! 

Rally Day will include an address from an elected 
official on the south steps of the Capitol. After the 
rally, we will have lunch on the Capitol 
grounds where all legislators and their staff are in-
vited to join us. After lunch, groups will meet with 
their legislators to discuss the key issues on TABôs 
legislative agenda. Wrapping up the dayôs festivities 
will be a legislative reception at the historic Driskill 
Hotel. 

Concerned About Lead Paint Rule Liability? Use These Resources  

 NAHB is providing online resources for remodelers who are concerned about how their businesses will be affected by new 

requirements of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency's Lead: Renovation, Repair and Painting 

Rule and how to best protect themselves from possible legal prosecution and exposure to potential lawsuits. 

The rule covers many of the activities that remodelers undertake when performing their job ð including 

certification, insurance, contract language, job pricing, work practices and record keeping. Remodelers can 
ensure that they are properly instituting the requirements of the rule and protecting their business by know-

ing the liability issues and the best ways to address them. An extensive list of frequently-asked questions 

that is posted on NAHB's website provides this information. 

 One of the major liabilities may rest with the remodelerôs contract, which will need to be updated to reflect the rule require-

ments. To help with this, the NAHB legal team has developed members-only template contract language that can be used for this 

purpose. Remodelers should also consult with an experienced local attorney for assistance in drafting contracts, because some states 

vary in their lead regulation and other legal requirements. For more information on the lead rule, visit www.nahb.org/leadpaint; or 

contact Matt Watkins at 800-368-5242, x8327. For information on legal and liability concerns, contact Amy Chai at x8232. 

http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/linktrack.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Flead%2Fpubs%2Frenovation.htm
http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/linktrack.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.epa.gov%2Flead%2Fpubs%2Frenovation.htm
http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/linktrack.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nahb.org%2Fgeneric.aspx%3FgenericContentID%3D149331
http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/linktrack.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nahb.org%2Fgeneric.aspx%3FsectionID%3D1828%26genericContentID%3D135618
http://newsmanager.commpartners.com/linktrack.php?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.nahb.org%2Fleadpaint
mailto:mwatkins@nahb.org
mailto:achai@nahb.org
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CARMEN DE LA PAZ  

as seen on HGTVõs òHammer Headsó 

Big Country Home & Garden Expo 

announces 

 

 

 

BIG COUNTRY HOME & GARDEN EXPO SPONSORS 

 
Carmen  De La Paz is an interior designer, carpenter and decorative painter and the owner of De 

La Paz designs, a design and decorative-paint studio specializing in decorative finishes and custom-made 
furniture for both residential and commercial interior and exterior designs. A hands-on designer, Carmen does 
all of her own work and is handy with a compound miter saw, paintbrush, power drill, router or stone grinder.   

With years of experience in the design industry and a true talent for colors and textures, Carmen has 
extensive knowledge in techniques ranging from Venetian plaster, wood graining, gilding, stenciling and furni-
ture refinishing. Along with her vast knowledge in decorative paint, she has extensive carpentry and masonry 
skills to complement her design work. With design projects in Los Angeles, New York and her home town of 
Waukesha, Wis., her work can be found in multimillion-dollar homes and many businesses, from hair salons 
to restaurants. 
 In addition to private, commercial and residential design work, Carmen has worked as a production 
designer and art director in the television, film and theater industry. Her latest set design work can be seen in 
the film Jonna's Body, Please Hold which has received national recognition on the film festival circuit. 
 Outside the realm of design, Carmen's artistic talents run deep. Her credits include a Broadway debut 
at New York City's Lincoln Center in the production, In the Summer House starring Diane Weist, Liev Schrei-

ber and Frances Conroy. Not new to television, she has been seen on Discovery Espa¶ol, Women's Enter-
tainment Network, FOX, NBC, Telemundo and Magrack, where she is currently co-host to John Lithgow in 
Paloozaville. As a child, Carmen's creative energy found an outlet through music. She plays nine instruments 

and has an amazing vocal style. 
 She was born in San Juan, Puerto Rico, and grew up in Wisconsin. An alumni of Syracuse University, 
Carmen holds a B.F.A. in Music Theater. She also studied broadcast journalism though the UCLA Certificate 
program.    

 Big Country Home & Garden Expo  

Saturday & Sunday  

March 5  & 6, 2011  

Abilene Civic Center  
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A-Town/Hi-Tech, L.P. 
Abilene Concepts in Stone 
Abilene Foundation Repair 

Abilene Glass & Mirror 
Abilene Police Department 

Abilene Seamless Rain Gutter & 
    Southwest Exteriors 

Acme Brick 
Air Filtration Management 

Air-Tech Heating & Air Conditioning 
Airtite Products, L.L.C. 
American State Bank 
Anderson Tile Sales 

Annetteôs Thirty One Gifts 
AquaOne, Inc. 

Associated Supply Company, Inc. 
(ASCO) 

Atmos Energy 
Battles Home Improvement 

B&B House Leveling 
Beal Appliance, Lighting & Cabinets 

Better Business Bureau 
Big Country Stone 

Blastek 
The Blind Man 
Briercroft, Inc. 
Broken Willow 

CC & Co Pest Control 
Can-Doo Budjet Rentals 

Carrousel Gifts 
Clear Choice Windows 

Clearlight, Inc. 
Communities of Abilene FCU 
Countryside Homes, L.L.C. 

Culligan of Abilene, Inc. 
Cutco Cutlery 

The Fire Escape 
First Financial Bank 
Granite Innovations 

Habitat for Humanity, Abilene 
Habitat for Humanity, Restore 

Hall Air Conditioning 
The Healthy Gourmet 
Homemade Gourmet 

Hose Wrangler 
INcounters 

K-Mac Alznner Orthotics 
Katherineôs Kollection 
Kelly-Moore Paint Co. 

Lawrence Hall Chevrolet 
Lone Star-A Davison of ABC Tent 
Lone Star Home Access Solutions 

M-Co Marketing 

MasterScapes 
Miche Bags 
Muller, Inc. 

National Tree Preservation 
Orkin 

The Paint Center 
Parade of Homes 
Patriot Exteriors 

Pat Smart-Tomboy Tools 
The Personal Touch 

Pest Patrol 
Quality Cooling & Heating 

Quality Implement Company 
ReBath of Abilene 

Rubber Broom 
Risha Sanders State Farm Insurance 

Scentsy Candles 
Servpro of Abilene 

Shutters by JC 
Tommy Simons 

Southwest Air-Conditioning 
Southwest Pools & Spas 

Spider Be Gone 
Steele-Myers Landscape, Inc. 

Stone, Fire & Water, L.L.C. 
Stovall, Realtors 

SuddenLink West Texas 
Surface Solutions 

Supreme Security Service 
Taylor County Extension 
Texas Stained Concrete 

Treehouse Texas 
TYTAN Heating & Cooling 

Veterans Garage Door 
Weed Patrol 

West Texas Pools & Spas 
Western Rustic Elegance & 

    The Decorating Trend 
Willow Creek Gardens 

Woodbridge Home Exteriors, Inc. 

 

 

Saturday & Sunday 

March 5 & 6, 2011 

Abilene Civic Center 

Saturday 10-5 

Sunday Noon-5 

$5.00 Admission 
 

See Carmen 
11:00 & 2:00 Saturday  

2:00 Sunday 
 

COMING SOON! 
details on how to 

win  a FREE  
Consultation with 
Carmen on Sunday 

afternoon!  



Page 7 

TAB Rally Day 

Wednesday 

February 23 
Home & Garden Expo 

Saturday & Sunday 

March 5 & 6 

Parade of Homes 

Saturday & Sunday 

March  12, 13 & 19, 20 

SAVE THESE 2011 DATES! 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1  Board Meeting 

10:30 
2 3 Luncheon ACC 4 5  Anniversary to 

the Constitution 

6 7 Happy  

Anniversary 
Jimmy & Annette 

McDonald & Bill & 

Gena Brown 

8 9 Happy  
10 Birthday 

Melissa 

Johnston 

10 Happy  

Birthday Tommie 
Evans 

11 12  Lincolnõs 
Birthday 

13 Happy  

Birthday Steve 
Stovall 

14 Valentineõs 
Day 

15 16 17 18 Happy 

 Birthday Phil 
Watkins 

19 Happy  

Birthday Steve 
Ayers 

20 Happy 

 Birthday Joann 
Dycus; Happy 

Anniversary Mike 

& Gay Ward 

21 Presidentõs 
Day 

22  Washing-

tonõs Birthday 

23 RALLY DAY 

Happy Birthday 
Gina Brown 

24  Flag Day 25 26 Happy 

 Birthday Carol 
Boyd 

27 28      

February 2011 



 

B́efore You Build · Call Us Firstµ 
1-877-TEC-1939 

www.taylorelectric.com 
James McKee · 325-669-8626 
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ABILENE  

Century Plaza II 

Suite 100 

 325-698-9597 

LISA BOYCE  BETTY GARNER  

RALLY DAY  
AUSTIN TEXAS 

Wednesday  

February 23, 2011 

Parade of Homes 

March 12 & 13 and  

March 19 & 20, 20111 

Big Country Home 

& Garden Expo 

March 5 &  6, 2011 

FREE ESTIMATES 

ALL TYPES ROOFING 

http://www.taylorelectric.com/

