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As we leave 2011 and look forward to 2012, 1look back upon
4 the year as very successful for the Big Country Home Builder Associa-
L /A¥ tion. We had several events that raised good money for our different

l causes. We were able to educate the community on what we are about.
A few things that I am particularly proud of is the continued growth of
our scholarship program and our Habitat clay shoot. We were able to
provide the resources to help a lot of people who live in this area.

I would like to thank the 2011 Board of Directors for all their hard
work this year. Sometimes it can be trying, however, it is always rewarding. It can
be challenging working with 16 people that have very different ideas, agendas, and
goals, and coming together to make our program successful. Anthony McColum
and Debbie Hurt will be leaving the board. Anthony and Debbie have devoted a lot
of time and resources for the betterment of the BCHBA. We owe them a great deal
of gratitude for all their hard work. We welcome Ken Rich to the board. I know
that Ken will be a valuable asset to the association. He and his wife Rachel, have
been great to volunteer for the different events throughout the years.

This year, I had the opportunity to work closely with Brenda Moore. She is

truly the glue that holds our organization together. She puts in countless hours and
(continued page 4)

LUNCHEON NOTICE
Thursday January 5, 2012
Abilene Country Club

Professional Women in Building by Jennifer Snodgrass

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!
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PERMITS ISSUED October 25,2011—November 30,2011

Inside City Limit:

Mason Trendsetters Inc
Legend Homes

Legend Homes

Lantrip’s Custom Homes
McLean Construction
LaVilla Homes

Mark Horn Construction
Abstract Construction
West Wind Construction
Lantrip’s Custom Homes
Lantrip’s Custom Homes
Texas Pride Quality Home

* 2 Townhouses
10 SF Permits

Outside City Limit:

Lantrip’s Custom Homes
Countryside Homes LLC
Countryside Homes LLC
Lantrip’s Custom Homes
Lantrip’s Custom Homes
Lantrip’s Custom Homes
Lantrip’s Custom Homes
Lantrip’s Custom Homes
Lantrip’s Custom Homes
Countryside Homes LLC
Countryside Homes LLC

11 SF Permits
21 Single Family Permits
02 Townhouses

4501 Majestic Sky
4690 Marlboro Dr
4702 Marlboro Dr
2117 Bunker Hill Dr
6102 Laurel Ct

2725 Hickory St
4425 Oldham Ln
4033 Esman Ct

6301 Huntington PI
4933 Spring Creek Rd
5001 Spring Creek Rd
349 Miss Ellie Ln

202 Lunar View Drive
157 Phoenix Lane
1065 Bell Plains Road
357 Miller Lane

6182 Peppergrass Lane
249 Filly Road

241 Filly Road

158 Lunar View Drive
149 Lunar View Drive
1158 Ohlhausen
3658 Potosi Road

215,000
118,000*
118,000*
187,600
229,000
125,000
530,000
110,000
250,000
159,900
169,900
140,000

236,000
2,116,400

Tuscola
Tuscola
Abilene
Abilene
Abilene
Abilene
Abilene
Tuscola
Tuscola
Abilene
Abilene

Saturday December 10, 2011 Fairway Oaks Country Club

The Carpenter’s Woodshop
James Leavenworth
133 Lake Ridge Road
Tuscola TX 79562
325-572-5300
Cell 325-280-4185
Email: leavenworth@taylortel.com
Hanner Chevrolet GMC
Lyle Baker
1-20 & FM 2047
Baird TX 79504
325-673-6071
Cell 325-668-0052
FAX 325-854-1176
Email: lyle@hannerchevrolet.com
Web: www.hannerchevrolet.com
Graham Langley
Countryside Homes LLC
225 Cedar Gap Trail
Tuscola TX 79562
325-370-1848
Email: landfilllangley@yahoo.com
TM Cornerstone Custom Homes
Matt Loudermilk 325-660-1296
Tim Ellis 325-370-9960
FAX 325-232-7133
1181 Lytle Way Suite D
Abilene TX 79602
Email: info@cornerstonebuilthomes.com
Web: www.cornerstonebuilthomes.com
WTL Construction LLC
Thomas J Sexton 325-650-4569
tomsexton@wtlconstruction.com
Galen VanAllen 325-370-4307
galenvanallen@wtlconstruction.com
PO Box 161
Water Valley TX 76958
Web: www.wtlconstruction.com

Associate of the Year-Freida Henderson with SuddenLink West
Texas; Outgoing President-Gene Lantrip of Lantrip’s Custom
Homes; Raymond Thomason Award recipient-Gary Pearce with
Acme Brick, and Builder of the Year-Mark Aldriedge, Mark
Aldriedge Custom Homes. Mike Ward was installed as Incoming

President.
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Meet Your 2012 President
Mike Ward

Mike was born and raised here in Abi-
lene, graduating from Wylie High School
where he was voted “Romeo of the Year”. He
went on to McMurry University where he ma-
jored in Business and participated on both the
football and golf teams.

The Ward family has been involved in
the construction industry for close to 70 years.
His Dad was a carpenter during the 40’s and
50’s and later provided sand to many area
builders.

Beginning his building career in 1970
he put up metal buildings for several contrac-
tors in Abilene before working for Lee Moore
Construction in 1980. Mike was Vice-
President for Moore/Southwest Financial Cor-
poration for nine years in charge of land devel-
opments, shopping centers, apartments, homes
and townhouses and the 5-story office build-
ings Century Plaza I and II. He then worked as
a builder for David Weekley Homes in Dallas
becoming the 4th top builder in that area. In
1997 Mike Ward Custom Homes opened its
doors for business and joined the HBA in
1998.

Mike is married to Gay and together
they have three children. Daughter Cim, mar-
ried to Jay Abernathy who live outside Rich-
mond, VA. Daughter Crissy and son Chad.

He was voted Builder of the Year in
1999 and also won Best of Show for his home
in the Parade that same year. In 2009 he was
recipient of the Raymond Thomason Award
and back in 2002 also served as your HBA
president.

Please welcome back MIKE WARD!

NAHB: Builders, Remodelers Required to Notify N/AH\B
Employees of Collective Bargaining Rights Nat son

jonal Associaf
of Home Builders

Beginning on Jan. 31, home builders, remodelers and other
businesses with more than $500,000 in annual gross business vol-
ume will be required to post an official notice advising employees
of their collective bargaining rights under the National Labor Re-
lations Act. The law applies to all companies - including those in
right-to-work states or with no employees belonging to a union -
that meet the gross business volume threshold.

According to the National Labor Relations Board (NLRB), the
notice must be 11 inches by 17 inches and displayed in a conspic-
uous location - such as a break room or other location for employ-
ee news - where other notifications of workplace rights and em-
ployer rules and policies are posted.

Companies can download instructions and notification posters,
available in more than 20 languages, from the NLRB website.

Since 1935, private sector employees have had the right to
form or support a union and to take collective action regarding
their wages, hours and working conditions. Implementation of the
final rule to post National Labor Relations Act rights clarifies
what employers are required to inform their workers.

Companies that do not prominently post the required signs as
of Jan. 31 can be found in violation of unfair labor practices law.

Complete information about the requirements is available on
the NLRB website.

For more information, email David Crump, NAHB's director
of legal research, or call him at 800-368-5242 x8491.

JOT IT DOWN!

3-Hour Texas Energy Code Training
Thursday January 19, 2012

1:00 PM -4:00 PM
NAHB Fall Protection Trainin
Tuesday January 2
8:00 AM—1

JANET BATISTE, CRS, GRI, CNAS
Broker Associate

(325) 690-4012 BUSINESS

(325) 829-7184 CELL

(325) 691-3012 FAX

(800) 473-4663 TOLL FREE
janet.batiste@coldwellbanker.com

coLbweLL

Each Office Is Independently
Qwned And Operated. www janetbatiste.com

MENKE, INC.

MOHAWK

LiASB

HomelLoanCenter

=

FLOORSCAPES
Showroom: 3142 S. 27" Abilene, Texas 79605

LORI GROW

BANKERDO Mortgage Loan Officer
& Phone: 325-673-5036 Fax: 325-B76-3716
J .
PAI\:QJEAA;\L%?@SHY A s Website: www.menke-floorscapes.com Phone: 325-794-2053
2500 5. Wills Stect, Suite 100 ﬁ"” e KEI‘BI'I NEWBI]ITI'J RI]lJBI't MiBl‘S 15(?2 Barrow Street FAX 325-794-2060
Abilene, TX 79605 ! Abilene, Texas 79605 Cust. Service: 325-794-2050
Paula Fiel Russ Menke  Jan Menke www.ashonline.com/hlc/ lorig@asbonline.com



http://www.menke-floorscapes.com/
http://pull.t2mr3.com/p/1670-E442/79029612/link1.html
http://pull.t2mr3.com/p/1670-4329/79142006/link2.html
http://pull.t2mr3.com/p/1670-E442/79029612/link1.html
http://pull.t2mr3.com/p/1670-E442/79029612/link1.html
mailto:dcrump@nahb.org
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(President’s Pen, continued from page 1)

goal is to make the BCHBA a better or-
ganization. I really appreciate her and all
the advice that she has given throughout
the year.

One of the goals that I set out to
accomplish, and hopefully did, was to
involve as many members as possible in
our different committees, events, and pro-
grams. | have always believed that the
more people involved, the more ideas you
have, and the more resources that can be
called upon.

We are putting together a member-
ship book similar to the one that the Abi-
lene Chamber of Commerce is putting
together. We are currently selling ads for
the book and if you are interested, please
call either myself or Brenda.

Remember our Christmas party
will be on December 10 at 6:30 pm at the
Fairway Oaks Country Club. This year
we will be having the Zach Harmon band
sponsored by The Pest Patrol. If you
haven’t purchased your tickets, you need
to soon. I can promise that it will be a fun
event.

Thank you for the opportunity for
serving as your president this year. I have
really enjoyed it. Mike Ward will the
2012 president, he will do a great job. As
always, if you have any ideas that can
make our organization better, please let
me know. Its because of all of you that
the BCHBA is a great organization.

Gene

Big Country Home & Garden Expo
& Sunday
& 4, 2012

Saturday
March 3

Abilene Concepts in Stone

Abilene Foundation Repair Inc
Abilene Seamless Rain Gutter

Abilene Winnelson
Acme Brick
American State Bank
A-Town Hi-Tech
Atmos Energy Corporation
B&B House Leveling
Bath Solutions
Battles Home Improvement
Better Business Bureau
Big Country Clinic
Big Country Stone
Broken Willow Tree Service
Budget Blinds
Communities of Abilene FCU
Countryside Homes
Culligan Water
Cutco Cutlery
First Financial Bank
Granite Innovations
Habitat for Humanity Abilene

Habitat for Humanity Restore
Hall Air Conditioning
Kelly-Moore Paint Co Inc
MasterScapes
M-Co Marketing
Mueller Inc
Patriot Exteriors
Pest Patrol
ReBath
Servpro of Abilene
Silverleaf Resorts
Southwest Pools & Spas
Steele-Myers Landscape Inc
Stone Fire & Water
Stovall, Realtors
Texas Stained Concrete
The Blind Man
Tommy Simons
Treehouse Texas Crafts
Veterans Garage Door
West Texas Pools & Spas
Willowcreek Gardens
Woodbridge Home Exteriors Inc

Sy Fow 5

About the Duct Tape Guys

Brothers-in-law Tim Nyberg and Jim Berg are the
Duct Tape Guys. Together, they don their Duct
Tape apparel and make appearances at home
shows, conventions, comedy clubs, and on thou-
sands of radio and television stations throughout
North America promoting the real and wacky us-
es for Duct Tape. When not on the road, both
Duct Tape Guys reside with their families in Door
County, Wisconsin.

Midway Plumbing Pure H20 is a new division of
Midway Plumbing created to service the home
owners water treatment needs

+ Drinking Water Systems (Carbon Filtration & Reverse Osmosis)
+ Whole House Water Filtration Systems

+ Water Softeners
* Descalers (no salt water softening system)

PURE H2@ 325.4377873 wwwmidwayplumb.com

10Way
M\NGO Michele Ratliff + mratliffi@midwayplumb.com

F RST FINANCIAL
MORTGAGE

4400 Buffalo Gap Rd.
325-627-7621 « www.ffbtexas.com

8

EQUAL HOUSING
LENDER

A DIVISION OF
FIRST FINANCIAL BANK

MEMBER FDIC
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SECURITY TITLE CO.
CELEBRATES
25TH ANNIVERSARY OF
OWNERSHIP &
PRESIDENCY OF
GERALD L. JOHNSON

The staff of Security Title Co. recently recog-
nized GERALD L. JOHNSON for his 25"
year as owner and president of the company.
Johnson, a 1976 graduate of Texas Tech Uni-
versity’s School of Law, acquired ownership
of the company in 1986. At that time, Securi-
ty Abstract and Title Company of Abilene had
been serving Abilene and Taylor County,
Texas for over 50 years. Johnson has since
overseen the expansion of the company’s ser-
vice area to now include Callahan, Eastland,
Shackelford, Jones, Stephens, Runnels and
Coleman counties, with office locations in
Eastland, Albany, Breckenridge and Ball-
inger, as well as the home office at 4400 Buf-
falo Gap Road, Abilene. Also under his lead-
ership, the company has created an electronic
title plant, greatly reducing the time necessary
to retrieve and examine recorded documents.
To memorialize the occasion, the company’s
staff presented Johnson with an inscribed,
hand-painted replica of the medieval shield
bearing the company’s coat of arms logo and
a pair of “Braveheart” swords, which when
combined forms a unique wall display. In
response, Johnson stated “I am grateful to
have been associated with a dedicated group
of employees over the past 25 years, and share
this accomplishment with each of them.”

(Contact Mitzi Merchant, Marketing and Pub-
lic Relations, at mitzi(@securitytitleco.com)

Housing Construction Up in November
December 20, 2011

Housing starts and permits were up in November 9%
and 6% respectively. Both single-family and multifamily activity
increased although the multifamily sector continued its much
more aggressive move forward by a starts increase of 25% and a
permits increase of 14%. The level of annualized starts was
685,000, which is the highest in three years. Similarly, the annu-
al rate of apartment construction was 238,000, also the highest in
over three years. The single-family annual construction rate was
447,000, which was the best since June 2011. While single-
family permits and starts did move forward, the year-end num-
bers will likely be the worst in the over 50 years of similar data
and likely the worst since 1945 when compared to available data.

The continued but slow rise in the three-month moving
average of single-family starts and permits since late spring 2011
does support the NAHB forecast for continued slow improve-
ment in that sector. The NAHB/Wells Fargo Housing Market
Index has increased for the last three months and the NAHB/
First American Improving Markets Index has also shown steady
increases since its introduction in September. Many hurdles re-
main in the path forward including tight credit for home buyers
and builders, unreliable appraisals because of poor adjustments
to distressed sales and buyers’ concern about house prices.
Apartment construction continues to improve significantly as
vacancy rates fall and developers and builders expect more
household formations to choose renting. The NAHB Multifamily
Production Index and Multifamily Vacancy index have shown
continued improvement supporting the NAHB expectation for
continued increases in this sector as well.

g Big Country A

Home & Garden Expo
Abilene Civic Center
March 3 & 4, 2012
- /

BIG COUNTRY STONE Carla, DeAnn, and Joann
RIVER ROCK~BOULDERS~FLAGSTONE Loan Officers
+ BUILDING STONE~THIN VENEER Pri meLending
SAND & MORE m"“ FainsGapital Company.
4865 S TREADAWAY (HILL ST) 325-437-5550
AFTER HOUBS 660-8087 . Fax 437-5566 main 325.691 .
bigcountrystone@gmail.com cmabe,dyeild
www.bigcountrystone.com 3270 South 2
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Big Country Home & Garden Expo

Saturday & Sunday

March 3 & 4. 2012

Abilene Civie Center

home decoratmg team.

Brought to you by
Big Country Home Builders Association
4398 Crawford Drive
Abilene, Texas 79602
325-698-4232

Sponsored by

MORRISON mmk Anderson

PLUMBING | APPLIANCES | MARDWARE | LIGHTING

8 Hlllon
SERVPRO t!Fnre - Garden Innr

Fire & Waler - Cleanup & Restoration™
vp mmymaﬂh:‘ndpall oM e Ammc ; (m -492) Abilene

Thank you Sponsors!
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- THE TEXAS TRIBUNE

Building Codes to Tighten Across Texas

by Kate Galbraith | 12/19/2011 | 4 Comments

KEYWORDS: Texas A&M University System

i

The international symbol for Texas’ energy-guzzling
habit is a monster pickup truck — pulling another pickup
truck. But homes and other buildings are also big
offenders, accounting for roughly 40 percent of the
state’s overall energy use.
The opportunity for savings — and to draw down some
energy-related federal stimulus dollars — has spurred
action by state and local officials. In January, Texas will
adopt a statewide building code that should cut the
energy consumption of new single-family homes by more
than 15 percent, according to the Energy Systems
Douglas McAffe inspecting the insulstion of a house in central Laboratoly at the Texas A&M Uni"erSity System. The
Austin state tightened codes for commercial, industrial and
other residential buildings in April.
Big Texas cities tend to jump out ahead of the statewide building codes, which have often lagged
nationally. This month, the Houston City Council passed a measure requiring new homes to be about 5
percent more efficient than the forthcoming statewide code, an effort to cut down on homes’ energy use
and burnish Houston’s green credentials. Over the next few years, Houston will consider more
requirements that could put the city some 15 percent above the state code in terms of energy savings.
Environmentalists welcome the stronger codes, but builders have concerns. Scott Norman, executive
director of the Texas Association of Builders, said his group supports Houston’s recent action. But he said
further efficiency increases the need to balance energy savings with economic considerations.
Energy-saving requirements can easily add a few thousand dollars to the upfront cost of a new home,
Norman said, and that can price people out of the market.
Luke Metzger, director of Environment Texas, said the code changes are crucial to saving energy in both
new and existing structures. “Homes we build today are going to last another 70 years,” he said.
But crafting codes is easier than making them effective. A report this year by the nonprofit Building Codes
Assistance Project with input from Texas’ State Energy Conservation Office noted that “many local
governments will see the mandatory statewide code as an unfunded mandate set by the state.”
Enforcement capabilities are often lacking, especially in small jurisdictions, the report said.
Even big cities struggle. In Austin, where codes have already gone beyond the upcoming statewide
requirements, the number of annual building inspections fell from 226,000 three years ago to about
165,000 today — a casualty of budget tightening, according to Dan McNabb, the city’s building inspections
division manager. Austin’s inspectors do not just address energy issues; they also spend time looking at
safety matters like stairs and glass.
“Every project is different,” McNabb said.

Enlarge phote by Muliadi Scenaryo
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Mark White

Manager
325-698-4465
800-299-9663

FAX 325-695-9957

P.O. Box 1599
2025 Industrial Blvd.
Abilene, Texas 79604

Licensed e Insured

WELDON HURT
TPCL #9129

Operations Manager

PEST
PATROL

“Star Quality Service”

Colorado City: 325-728-5852

Abilene: 325-690-9245 Eastland: 254-629-8444

Big Spring: 432-263-5460 Sweetwater: 325-236-6668
www.westtexaspestpatrol.com

TOLL FREE 1-800-588-8875

the orginel since It

~ OVERHEAD DOOR

Brownwood ™

4 COMPANY.. 608 Early Blvd.” |

B Abi?fne * Brow nwoo.d + Stephenville £ 325.643-4996
Delores Elliott v :
EL Apilnc: 1-800-588-3667 - iStephenville &
Brownwood: 1-800-643-4996 4034 Exlushington o
www.overhead-door-tx.com 254-963-3003 55

T ILEE S&lES

FREE ESTIMATES
ALL TYPES ROOFING

Weathersby Roofing, frc.

Tuscola. TX 79562-3808

225 Country Road 127
(325) 630-0885

Russell Weathersby

S TAY LOR ELECTRIIC
Eece Frec

"Before YouBuld | Us
187TEC939
www.taylorelectric.com
James M@g2869626

Complete Landscaping & Maintenance

(@F

\Landicaping

325-795-9955
138 Tannehill Rd. * Abilene, TX 79602
Mike Beasley
325-439-0909

Joel Morris
325-665-5534

&

Coty Bendt

2 Eaup Bralog Larder
ABILENE
Century Plaza II
Suite 100
325-698-9597
LISA BOYCE BETTY GARNER

2012 HBA PARADE OF HOMES
Scattered Site Locations
Saturday & Sunday

April 14 & 15

and
April 21 & 22

BIG COUNTRY STONE
RIVER ROCK~BOULDERS~FLAGSTONE
BUILDING STONE~THIN VENEER
SAND & MORE

325-437-5550
Fax 437-5566

4865 S TREADAWAY (HILL ST)
AFTER HOURS 660-8087
bigcountrystone@gmail.com
www.bigcountrystone.com



http://www.taylorelectric.com/

